
 
 

 
 

About Finding North 

Finding North is an immersive learning adventure integrating Jewish wisdom, slow travel and the power 
of midrash – Jewish storytelling. 

Locales from Haifa to selected cities around the world serve as lens and landscape for exploration and 
introspection in a quest that is part summer camp, part retreat, part creative workshop for people 55+. 

Discover personal insight and forge ties in a vibrant intentional community as we explore different 
expressions and practices of Jewish identity. 

Join a cohort of 15-25 participants. Encounter inspirational individuals and intriguing faith-based 
communities. Engage with local innovators and artists. Delve into guided text study. Experience local 
cuisine. Weave your personal midrash – narrate stories from within your rich life experience. 

Embark on a journey of reflection and reorientation in an open and welcoming Jewish context. 

 

Step out of your life. Reflect. Reorient. Return. 

 

 

Minimum Physical Requirements: 

Participants should be reasonably fit. We won’t be running marathons or engaging in prolonged fitness 
regimens, but note that Haifa is a hilly city, and participants must be able to climb stairs. We have several 
short hikes planned over the course of the trip. (Keep in mind that Israel does not have the same 
accommodations that we are used to in the United States.) 

  



 
 

 
 

30-day journey 

February 14, 2023 – March 15, 2023 

Discover wisdom for life’s transitions in sacred caves. Bring age-old Jewish texts to life in a boutique winery, 
examine questions of identity in an outdoor nature workshop, craft stories in an artist hub, rummage 
through our past in a flea market, search for new perspectives from a rooftop tower. 

Craft personal midrash by capturing small moments from our lives that speak volumes. Grounded in the 
Jewish concept of midrash, we examine these vignettes seeking new sources of understanding. 

Encounter Jewish wisdom in texts that reveal truths about our own lives. We study for intellectual 
nourishment, to integrate Jewish wisdom into our lives, and to connect our stories to the larger Jewish 
narrative. 

Meeting Haifa’s varied faith communities while exploring its unique vision of shared society is an integral 
part of the experience. Expand our view into the rich tapestry of communities in the Galilee with weekly 
day trips. 

Slow travel means you’ll become an integral part of the neighborhood and get to know its shopkeepers, 
artisans, and secret gems. Settle into your own rhythm of life, spending time in your favorite coffee shop, 
kebab joint, or bakery. Live the local life with ample free time in our downtown Haifa home. This 30-day 
immersive program offers an opportunity to immerse ourselves in Haifa and engage in reflection and 
meaning making, assess life’s journey, and reorient toward life’s next chapter. 

 

Sample Weekly Schedule: 

While it reflects the rhythm of the week, note that not every week or every day will follow this pattern 
exactly. 

Immersive Programming (4 days per week) 

Breakfast on your own. We meet at 8:45 am, share an intention for the day, and head out for an immersive 
experience of 5-6 hours. The sites and environs of Haifa will serve as our classroom as we weave together 
three activities: 

- Engaging with the sites and people of Haifa 
- Studying text to gain insight from within Jewish wisdom 
- Crafting and sharing our stories 

Each day has a theme that provides the context for our deeper understanding of Haifa’s complex reality, 
our personal narratives, and the meanings we glean from Jewish texts: 



 
 

 
 

- We may find ourselves rummaging through our past in Haifa’s flea market or visualizing Jewish 
texts in the artistic hub of Wadi Salib. 

- We might examine what we choose to display in our life while wandering the Hecht Museum, 
explore our path in the Carmel Forest, even search for new perspectives from Haifa University’s 
rooftop tower. 

- Meeting artists and innovators along the way offers inspiration to envision our own way forward. 

After a full day of programming, return to the apart-hotel. Dinner and evening time are yours to enjoy your 
own way. 

Day Trips (1 day per week) 

Weekly day trips are designed to enrich the reflective process, provide inspiration, and bring fresh 
perspectives. They may include a riverbed hike with lunch at a boutique winery; a creative sound workshop 
followed by a silent hike to an underground chanting hall, even an off-road jeep trek. 

Friday and Shabbat 

Friday is a free day for you to prepare for Shabbat as you please. We’ll provide suggestions and meet 
together in the late afternoon to set the tone for this unique moment in the week. 

Shabbat is time for spiritual elevation, celebration, and relaxation. A Finding North Shabbat balances time 
in sacred community with unstructured free time. We will welcome Shabbat with dinner and services 
together. Experience the Reform and Conservative communities, Israeli style, and partake in our own 
creative worship option on Shabbat mornings. Celebrate with a joyful communal lunch; then spend the 
afternoon relaxing. We gather again late in the day for study, and together we bid farewell to the sanctity 
of Shabbat with a musical Havdalah. 

Finding North includes four Shabbatot. Two of these are programmed and two are free to use as you wish. 
The free Shabbatot will be Thursday-Sunday, Feb. 23-26 and March 9-12. Activities will resume at 4:00 pm 
on those Sundays. We offer an optional add-on in Jerusalem for the first free Shabbat. It includes 
transportation, hotel, some meals, and selected services. 

 

30-day Program Costs 

Double Room — $7500 per person │ Single Room — $9500 per person 

Reasonable efforts will be made to room singles together upon request. 

Program Cost Includes: 

- All workshops, experiences, and study sessions. 
- Fully furnished apart-hotel accommodations with kitchenette. 
- Lunch on program days; dinner on programmed Shabbatot. 
- Transportation and touring services for all programmed activities. 



 
 

 
 

Program Cost Excludes: 

- Airfare to and from Israel. 
- Transportation to and from Haifa on arrival and departure days, which can be arranged through 

Dekel Tours. 
- Breakfast and dinner (except where specifically noted otherwise). 
- Add-ons, privately arranged tours, weekend getaways, trip extensions, and non-program-related 

transportation. 
- Insurance for trip cancellation/interruption; lost/damaged items; medical treatment, etc. 
- All out-of-pocket and personal expenses. 
- $200 per person for gratuities, to be collected in cash at the beginning of the program. 

Payment and Cancellation Policy: 

- A deposit of 15% is required in order to confirm participation. The deposit is non-refundable. 
- Payment in full is required by January 10, 2023. 
- Full refund (except for deposit) available until January 10, 2023. 
- Because of the intimate nature of our program, refunds will not be given after January 10. For this 

reason, we strongly advise purchasing trip insurance. 
- Payments may be made by credit card (Visa, MC, Amex) or bank transfer. (Credit card payments 

will incur a 3% processing fee.) No other forms of payment will be accepted. 

  



 
 

 
 

Two-week journey 

October 23, 2022 – November 6, 2022 

Discover wisdom for life’s transitions in sacred caves. Bring age-old Jewish texts to life in a boutique winery, 
examine questions of identity in an outdoor nature workshop, craft stories in an artist hub, rummage 
through our past in a flea market, find connection in Shabbat celebration, search for new perspectives from 
a rooftop tower. 

Craft personal midrash by capturing small moments from our lives that speak volumes. Grounded in the 
Jewish concept of midrash, we examine these vignettes seeking new sources of understanding. 

Encounter Jewish wisdom in texts that reveal truths about our own lives. We study for intellectual 
nourishment, to integrate Jewish wisdom into our lives, and to connect our stories to the larger Jewish 
narrative. 

Meeting Haifa’s varied faith communities while exploring its unique vision of shared society and expanding 
our view into the rich tapestry of communities in the Galilee are integral parts of the experience. 

This two-week intensive program provides tools for reflection and meaning making. 

 

Sample Schedule: 

While it reflects the rhythm of the program, note that not every day will follow this pattern exactly. 

Immersive Programming 

Breakfast on your own. We meet at 8:45 am, share an intention for the day, and head out for an immersive 
experience. The sites and environs of Haifa and the Galilee will serve as our classroom as we weave 
together three activities: 

- Engaging with the sites and people of Haifa 
- Studying text to gain insight from within Jewish wisdom 
- Crafting and sharing our stories 

Each day has a theme that provides the context for our deeper understanding of Haifa’s complex reality, 
our personal narratives, and the meanings we glean from Jewish texts: 

- We may find ourselves rummaging through our past in Haifa’s flea market or visualizing Jewish 
texts in the artistic hub of Wadi Salib. 

- We might examine what we choose to display in the Hecht Museum, explore our path in the 
Carmel Forest, even search for new perspectives from Haifa University’s rooftop tower. 

- Meeting artists and innovators along the way offers inspiration to envision our own way forward. 

Dinner together most nights with evening programming enhances the Finding North experience. 



 
 

 
 

Friday and Shabbat 

Friday is a free day for you to prepare for Shabbat as you please. We’ll provide suggestions and meet 
together in the late afternoon to set the tone for this unique moment in the week. 

Shabbat is time for spiritual elevation, celebration, and relaxation. A Finding North Shabbat balances time 
in sacred community with unstructured free time. We will welcome Shabbat with services and dinner 
together. Experience the Reform and Conservative communities, Israeli style, and join our own creative 
worship options on Shabbat mornings. Celebrate with a joyful communal lunch; then spend the afternoon 
relaxing. We gather again late in the day for study, and together, we bid farewell to the sanctity of Shabbat 
with a musical Havdalah. 

 

Two-week Journey Program Costs 

Double Room — $4250 per person │ Single Room — $5500 per person 

Reasonable efforts will be made to room singles together upon request. 

Program Cost Includes: 

- All workshops, experiences, and study sessions. 
- Fully furnished accommodations with kitchenette. 
- Lunch and dinner most days except where noted. 
- Transportation and touring services for all programmed activities. 

Program Cost Excludes: 

- Airfare to and from Israel. 
- Transportation to and from Haifa on arrival and departure days, which can be arranged through 

Dekel Tours. 
- Breakfast (except where specifically noted otherwise). 
- Add-ons, privately arranged tours, weekend getaways, trip extensions, and non-program-related 

transportation. 
- Insurance for trip cancellation/interruption; lost/damaged items; medical treatment, etc. 
- All out-of-pocket and personal expenses. 
- $100 per person for gratuities, to be collected in cash at the beginning of the program. 

Payment and Cancellation Policy: 

- A deposit of 15% is required in order to confirm participation. The deposit is non-refundable. 
- Payment in full is required by September 15, 2022. 
- Because of the intimate nature of our program, refunds will not be given after September 15. For 

this reason, we strongly advise purchasing trip insurance. 
- Payments may be made by credit card (Visa, MC, Amex) or bank transfer. (Credit card payments 

will incur a 3% processing fee.) No other forms of payment will be accepted. 



 
 

 
 

Housing 

The Diana Seaport Apartments 

Community takes root organically under a shared roof with common space. At the Diana Seaport 
Apartments, each fully furnished room has everything you’ll need to feel at home: comfortable bed, sitting 
area, kitchenette, private bathroom and shower, flat screen tv, heat & air conditioning, and much more. 

Located in Haifa’s lively downtown, a cultural and culinary hub in the vibrant Lower City, the Diana is right 
in the center of one of Haifa’s most interesting and diverse neighborhoods. 

 

About our host city, Haifa: 

Haifa is a model of a shared society and one of Israel’s most culturally diverse cities. 

Haifa offers endless opportunities for cultural exchange and amazing food. 

Located on the Mediterranean coast, Haifa sits on the northern slopes of Mt. Carmel, only a 50-minute 
train ride from Tel Aviv. 

The gateway to the North, Haifa is within easy driving distance to many of Israel’s natural and cultural 
treasures: Tzfat, the Kinneret, Akko, the Hula Valley, and much more. 

Built into the slopes of the mountain, the city is filled with nature trails, secret staircases, and intricate 
passageways just waiting to be explored. 

February and March weather in Haifa is mostly pleasant, with average daytime temperatures in the 50s and 
60s, with evenings dipping into the 40s. Occasional rain and hot spells are possible. 

In late October and November, the weather is mostly pleasant, with average daytime temperatures in the 
60s and 70s, with evenings dipping into the 50s. Occasional rain and hot spells are possible. 

 

  



 
 

 
 

Team 

Rabbi Golan Ben-Chorin, Ed.D.  

Spiritual Director and Finding North co-founder, Golan is a third-generation Israeli Reform spiritual leader. 
A lifelong educator, his focus is engaging people in Jewish living and guiding the construction of Jewish 
identities.  

Johanna Ginsberg  

Finding North’s other co-founder and narrative coach, Johanna is a journalist and attorney who believes 
everyone has a story to tell and that our narratives connect us to what really matters.  

Rabbi Kerry M. Olitzky, DHL  

Consulting Advisor and mentor, Kerry is a leader in the development of innovative Jewish education, 
particularly for adults. He is the author of over 75 books and hundreds of articles and was named one of 
the 50 Leading Rabbis in North America by Newsweek. 

  



 
 

 
 

Dekel Tours is available to help with extra touring and transportation in Israel! 

- Airport transfers on arrival and departure days 

- Private transportation and/or touring services on free days 

- Weekend trips to Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, the Dead Sea, or anywhere else 

- Pre- or post-trips in Israel, Egypt, Jordan, or the UAE 

 

Email: info@dekeltours.com Phone: 1-866-44-DEKEL (33535) 


